
LESSON 2  — THE PASSAGE  

SCRIPTURE — GENESIS 37:28, 37:36, 39:1-3
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SLIDE #1 — THE PASSAGE
SLIDE #2 — VIDEO SERMON STARTER: YEAR OF RETURN
SLIDE #3 — QUOTE “A people without the knowledge of their past history, 
origin & culture is like a tree without roots.”—Marcus Garvey

INTRODUCTION
We usually think about journeys as positive experiences. But not all journeys are vacations. Some 
journeys are sought out and others are forced with no return dates. Some journeys are to flee 
from famine, violence, or in search of opportunities like the millions of immigrants who came to 
these shores, while other journeys are forced upon us like the millions of Africans who were cap-
tured and sold.  As we study Joseph in the book of Genesis, we see his journey from being the fa-
vorite son who received a beautiful robe from his father to becoming the enslaved property of his 
oppressors. Joseph became enslaved as he was forced from his home to serve at the pleasure of 
his oppressors in Egypt. He could not have imagined that his life as a slave would foreshadow the 
enslavement of his descendants and serve as a harbinger to the enslavement and forced migra-
tion of entire nations and peoples for thousands of years. Let us recall the enslaved Africans who 
were pulled from their families. As we explore Joseph’s journey from the flourishing of Canaan to 
the degradation of Egypt, let us remember the fathers and mothers, and sons and daughters who 
were transformed from land-stewards to labor to be traded. Let us remind ourselves of the cultures, 
choices, and children that were lost during the largest forced journey in the history of humanity. 

SLIDE #4 — THE PASSAGE: Three Points
SLIDE #5 — SCRIPTURE

1. PLUNDER      
Genesis 37:25-29 (KJV) “And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, 
and, behold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and 
balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What 
profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ish-
meelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren 
were content. 28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up 
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they 
brought Joseph into Egypt. 29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in 
the pit; and he rent his clothes.” (For further reference please read the NKJV).

Joseph was sold into slavery because a price had been placed on his head. He was worth some-
thing alive. He could be of free service to his Egyptian masters, first Potiphar, then in Pharaoh’s 
house. All of the people in the land belonged to Pharaoh and so did all of the resources. As 
the Africans arrived in America another parallel is apparent, but the stakes were higher and the 
outcomes worse. The Pharaohs who owned everything and profited from everyone’s work were 
many white land-owning men. The land was plundered from Native Americans, and Africans 
were forced to farm it growing cotton, tobacco, sugar, and rice imported from other lands. The 
land was stolen, the crops were stolen and the people were stolen and placed together to create 
the most vibrant economy in the world for hundreds of years.  
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SLIDE #6 — Romanus Pontifex — Papal Bull sanctioning African slave trade
SLIDE #7 — MAP - Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade - triangle trade 
SLIDE #8 — SCRIPTURE

2.  PAIN
Genesis 37:28 — “Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up 
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they 
brought Joseph into Egypt.” (For further reference please read the NKJV).

Joseph’s own brothers sold him into slavery. As the Midianite captors took him, he had no op-
portunity to say goodbye to all he had known. Joseph experienced the pain of betrayal, the pain 
of being torn from his parents, the pain of being turned into property. Africans experienced the 
same fate. They would be marched through doors of no return. They would begin journeys with 
no return. They would begin travel to the New Empire of their day. That empire would force them 
through several more migrations bearing the pain of each leaving from all that was familiar. They 
fled from terror toward the promise of freedom and fullness time after time. 

SLIDE #9 — The Middle Passage
SLIDE #10 — SCRIPTURE

3.  PROFIT 
Genesis 37:36 (KJV) “And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pha-
raoh’s, and captain of the guard.” (For further reference please read the NLT).
39:1,5 (KJV) “And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, cap-
tain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought 
him down thither. . . 5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his 
house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; 
and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.” (For further 
reference please read the NLT).

Joseph’s brothers and his captors placed a price on his life. His life was worth 20 pieces of sil-
ver. Thousands of years later, Jesus Christ would be sold for 30 pieces of silver but sentenced 
to death rather than to enslavement. Thousands of years after Christ, millions of Africans would 
be sold for less. Yet the false prices imposed on these people would be worth far more than their 
captors could imagine. Enslaved people were exceeded in value only by real estate in the New 
World. Their names were changed as their identities were erased just as Joseph’s identity was 
erased and as Daniel’s identity was erased. The American Empire could not imagine that they 
were setting up the enslaved Africans to become the largest cultural influencers in the nation just 
as the Egyptian empire did not know it was preparing Joseph for the Palace. Bought, sold like 
chattel, families torn, names changed, but God . . . 

SLIDE #11 — Cotton is King Negroes for Sale
SLIDE #12 — QUOTE: Slavery, the foundation of US economy
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THAT’LL PREACH 
A —This message, The Passage, addresses the historical parallels between Joseph’s journey 
from his home to enslavement and ours from Africa through what we call the Middle Passage 
or the Maafa. This message was originally supposed to be called the Plantation because that 
was exactly what Potiphar’s House was to the young man called Joseph, who served there for 
a brief time.  We, however, served in forced labor camps for centuries; plantations is what we’re 
used to hearing by which a new people and culture was forged.  Our tribes, tongues, cultures, 
and traditions were lost within this cruel system that forged us into one people. Israel went into 
Egypt as a family of tribes and left centuries later as a nation. European countries turned us into 
slaves, but God turned enslaved Africans into a people. Both of these enslaved peoples left the 
most powerful empires the world had ever seen; and both wandered in the wilderness awaiting 
a promised land as King mentioned in his final speech. Before the children of Israel entered their 
promised land, God delivered Egypt out of them.  So it must be with us. We’ve been delivered 
from the Plantation generations ago but in some ways the Plantation is still inside of us, and that 
requires deliverance.

SLIDE #13 — “Africa, often referred to as a country by many Westerners, is the 
continent from which millions of Africans of different tribes, languages, and 
ethnicities were kidnapped and dispersed throughout the Americas to expand 
European empires.  Even amongst indigenous Africans, there is more genet-
ic diversity than the rest of the world combined, yet we were mixed together 
through the systematic buying, breeding, and selling of human flesh over cen-
turies; And through the crucible of slavery America turned Africans into slaves, 
but it was God who turned us into a people.”—Lakita Wright

CONCLUSION
A — This passage out of the wilderness is both personal and as a people, very public. Hebrews 
lived IN EGYPT but they were not to be OF EGYPT.  Many craved the ways, possessions, and de-
sires of the Egyptians, and it took a 40-year journey across the desert for them to fully be deliv-
ered from Egypt. Today, however, your PERSONAL deliverance is at hand.  It doesn’t require you to 
wait 40 years because Jesus can deliver you.   Reflect.  Do you desire the things of this world or 
do you seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness?  Do you crave the power, pleasure, 
and possessions of the Egyptians?  Or do you desire the righteousness, peace and joy that only 
comes from knowing Jesus Christ, The Deliverer, whose blood washes us clean from the sins of 
the world like the waters of Jordan washed the Children of Israel as they crossed into the Prom-
ised Land and left the wilderness. Won’t you pass over this crossing from your wilderness into 
the promises of God, from the spiritual and mental bondage of Egypt into the freedom of Christ?  

SLIDE #14 — SCRIPTURE 
Psalm 105:17 (KJV) “He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was 
sold for a servant…” (For further reference please read the NIV).
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THAT’LL PREACH
B — I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge that there are a lot of journeys in the room. 
Many of us share a common history and come from some terrible forced journeys. Our ancestors 
were forced from their homes, turned into property, paid nothing while profiting much for their 
masters and treated as plunder. We are left with the pain. But even today we have pain in our 
journeys. The sin, sickness, and suffering we have experienced many of us don’t even talk about. 
But there is good news. Jesus Christ is willing to walk on your journey with you. He experienced 
the greatest pain and plunder, and He paid the highest price with His own life. But He didn’t stop 
there. He lives today and wants to walk on your journey with you. He wants to lead you as your 
Lord. Will you follow Him? When He leads your journey, the destination is always peace, joy, jus-
tice, and life more abundantly here on earth and eternal life to come. 

CONCLUSION
B — The Pharisees, Sadducees, and High Priests of the Temple had decided that they needed to 
get rid of Jesus. They set traps for him in the best place where they could force the Romans to 
fulfill their wicked wishes, Jerusalem. They thought that if they could just force Jesus to make 
the journey to Jerusalem they could kill Him and end His movement for good. They knew He was 
faithful to God so He would be there for the Passover. They turned His journey to Jerusalem into 
the trap for his demise. The Romans captured Him. They tore His clothes and gambled them 
away as plunder for profit. They paid a low price, 30 pieces of silver for the King of the Jews, the 
threat to their rule. They put Him through the worst pain by giving Him a criminal’s death—death 
on a cross for the spotless Son of God. The Roman Empire could never have seen that crucifying 
Jesus was part of the process to prepare Him to be glorified. 


