BLACK THE

HISTORY PASSAGE
CURRICULUM AP AN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

LESSON 4 — THE PALACE

SCRIPTURE — GENESIS 41:40-43, 50:20-2]




THE PASSAGE

SLIDE #1 — THE PALACE
SLIDE #2 — VIDEO SERMON STARTER — JOSEPH & HIS BROTHERS
SLIDE #3 — PROMINENCE, PROSPERITY, PURPOSE

SLIDE # 4 — QUOTE: “THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO DESTROY A PEOPLE
..."“— GEORGE ORWELL

INTRODUCTION

From the moment we arrived in the Americas, and more specifically, the shores of North Amer-
ica, we have witnessed, first hand, the ascendance of the wealthiest and most powerful nation
the world has ever known; and to say that African Americans have been foundational to the very
creation, existence, and prosperity of the United States would be a gross understatement.

As we observe our final week of Black History month, and the final sermon in The Passage, we
have examined the life of Joseph who, in his single lifetime, lived a life that mirrors our centuries
old journey as Africans in America. He was betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, unjustly
imprisoned, and yet we acknowledge where Joseph sat near the end of his journey. A familiar
place in relation to where African Americans are today — in the palace of nations. Far be it for
any of us to say that African Americans are in control of the nations, not even Joseph in his day
owned any part of Egypt whatsoever. But the influence of African Americans, when considered
against the backdrop of world affairs is greater than our size would warrant: our music, our cul-
ture, our history of courageousness in the face of oppression and our desire for justice have all
been emulated by the marginalized people groups the world over.

Much of our history is not just forgotten, but hidden, whitewashed, altered, or buried. The scant
history they use to teach us when we went to grade school, you can scarcely find anymore. In
some states they are even banning Black history and though African American history classes
are often some of the most popular classes in colleges and universities today, they are being
systematically eliminated.

SLIDE # 5 — QUOTE: “HE WHO CONTROLS THE PAST CONTROLS THE
PRESENT AND THEREFORE . .. ” — GEORGE ORWELL

This begs the question, why? Why has there been such an assault against African American
history? The famous 20th Century writer, George Orwell, of the famous novel 1984, wrote “He
who controls the past controls the present and therefore controls the future.” His words are
indeed true but God already took into account mans desire to control the destinies of other men
thousands of years ago by stating in Deuteronomy 4:9.

SLIDE # 6 — SCRIPTURE: Deuteronomy 4:9 (KJV)

“Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy
sons, and thy sons’ sons.” (For further reference please read the NIV).
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We don't fully appreciate our past and often become fixated on the pain, carnage, and oppres-
sion, never realizing the full extent of what we have actually built. We have forgotten who we are
in the United States of “Amnesia” and therefore, have neglected or, been ill-equipped to teach
the next generation that, “what does not kill you, only makes you stronger!” What would happen
if we woke up and finally realized who we really were? What if we understood that it took 400
years in the crucible of slavery, Jim Crow, and oppression to forge us into a people of God to be
reckoned with? What if we embraced our dark past as the soil from which if we were to invest
our time and talent, knowing that if we were forced to build empires for others we are more than
capable of doing it again — this time being free to reap the fruits of our own labor in building the
Kingdom of God. Will we identify as Egyptian, wanting the things of this world, or choose today
to acknowledge ourselves as people of God set aside and destined to be a corporate Joseph?
Will we act on God’s purpose to utilize the prosperity of His Kingdom throughout the international
community or squander the wealth of our heritage on temporary and selfish desires?

SLIDE # 7— THE PALACE: MESSAGE POINTS

The year 1619 was a significant milestone, the closing of a chapter, while embarking on a pas-
sage to a new future. When we take into account the parallels between our journey and the life
of Joseph we should also acknowledge the irony that 400 years after Joseph and his family went
down into Egypt, Moses led the Children of Israel out of bondage from the most powerful and
wealthiest nation the world had ever seen. Our past as Black people is both a history of oppres-
sion and a triumph; and in order to more effectively focus our trajectory with clear vision as a
people, in 2020, we must allow God to cast that vision for our future and His Kingdom.

MESSAGE POINTS

SLIDE # 8 — SCRIPTURE

1. PROMINENCE— IN THE PALACE

Genesis 41:40-43 (KJV) — “Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall
all my people be ruled: only in the throne will | be greater than thou. 41 And Pharaoh said unto
Joseph, See, | have set thee over all the land of Egypt. 42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his
hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold
chain about his neck; 43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they
cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt.” (For further
reference please read the NIV).

SLIDES # 9-11 — AFRICAN AMERICAN ACHIEVEMENT

Joseph began his journey as a favored son reduced through betrayal to the status of a slave and
a prisoner. However in the end he makes a remarkable journey to become, what would be todays’
equivalent of Prime Minister, or second in command of the entire Egyptian Empire. Joseph super-
vised the economy of the nation, handled administration, and answered only to Pharaoh himself.
It can be observed that collectively African Americans have also made a remarkable journey from
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being property to attaining prosperity — from the pit to the palace. The influence and affluence of
African Americans today, considering our deeply disadvantaged beginning as enslaved Africans
in America, is staggering. We've witnessed the ascendance of Black Americans in most every
aspect of culture; music, sports, entertainment, politics, business, science, education, the list
goes on. But we don't fully appreciate how far we've come over these 400 years — in which we've
onIy been free 150 of them.
First of all, we never got a severance package after slavery — not even half of the bro-
ken promise of “40 acres and a mule.” Unlike the Hebrews, the Bible recounts that they
plundered Egypt and left with “the donkeys staggering under the weight of the gold and
silver.”
Within one generation, and no tangible assets to begin with, W.E.B. Dubois records that
we built 30-40,000 churches making this the largest revival in the history of Christendom;
aside from the underground Chinese house church movement of the 1990s in which we
will probably never know just how many people came to Christ until we all get to the other
side of eternity.
A remarkable accomplishment to build 30-40,000 “of anything,” but this also reflects a lev-
el of spirituality that is completely overlooked. How is it that after 250 years of brutality and
enslavement there has not been one recorded act of violence found of a formerly enslaved
man or woman committing retribution against their masters? There was no jihad, no riots,
and no rebellion. We were just a people who wanted to get on with the new lives God gave
us to freely live.
At the time of emancipation there were 4.5 million African Americans and out of that num-
ber, there were less than 30 of us who had a college degree. “For the lack of knowledge My
people perished,” was a scripture our people took to heart because for centuries they lived
under a regime that forbid educating enslaved Africans. In fact it was illegal for blacks to
learn how to read — punishable by whipping, removal of a limb, or even death. Yet, within a
generation and a half we built nearly 100 Historic Black Colleges and Universities.
We've been in America 400 years but we've only been free 150 of those years, and to be
truthful only the last 50 years because after Emancipation, Jim Crow reigned for another
100 years, making us second class citizens.
African Americans left with nothing more than the clothes their backs, yet within a century,
according to the words of King during his last speech the night before his assassination,
we ascended to become the “8th largest economy in the world.”
Today, 50 years after the civil rights movement, we have become a $1.3 trillion economy
and have attained more wealth than all Africans in the Diaspora combined — with only a
fraction of the population.

SLIDE # 12 — SCRIPTURE

2. PURPOSE — PROSPERITY FOR POSTERITY

Genesis 45:3-8 (KJV) — “And Joseph said unto his brethren, | am Joseph; doth my father yet
live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.4 And Jo-
seph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, | pray you. And they came near. And he said, | am
Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with
yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 6 For these
two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall

© 2020 UMI (Urban Ministries, Inc.) NN 4




THE PASSAGE

neither be earing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the
earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you that sent me hither,
but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler through-
out all the land of Egypt.” (For further reference please read the NKJV).

Joseph was given a tremendous ability and responsibility to steward the prosperity of Egypt in
the midst of famine. But the ability to build prosperity was not new, it followed Joseph every place
he labored but he was never the recipient of the fruits of his labor until he ascended to the palace.
He had built great wealth and success for Potiphar and the prison and now he was about to do
it for Pharaoh and the entire nation of Egypt. Joseph could have reasoned to himself, “I worked
hard and now it's time for me to enjoy myself. Let them get their own.” However, when Jospehs
brothers came to him for help he took another approach. He immediately recognized the pur-
pose, for all he had been through.

SLIDE # 13 — JOSEPH BEFORE HIS BROTHERS

When he revealed himself to his brothers he was so overcome by a flood of emotions — feelings
of betrayal, kidnapping, enslavement, prejudice, and incarceration — and realized his life’s journey
had came full circle. With his brothers standing before him, Joseph knew he was the one and
only person in the world with the power to help them — in spite of what they had done to him.
They mocked him as a boy, and he was “sold out,” because of the visions he shared about himself
standing high and exalted over his brothers. God, subsequently, humbled Joseph lower than he
could have ever imagined. Though his brothers appeared before him begging “hat in hand” for
his help, Joseph realized that it was truly his humble privilege to serve them by ransoming their
very lives realizing that his new found prosperity and power was not for himself.

What would you have done in Joseph's position? Would you have taken revenge by using your
office to belittle those who are in need, verbally berated them, denying foreigners relief from fam-
ine? Would you have turned them away and told them to “go back to where they belong?” No, Jo-
seph, the exemplary biblical patriarch by whom we should look to emulate never did such a thing.
He was not a petty man. Joseph outgrew the childish impulses of his youth, to brag and lord over
his brothers, to become a mature leader who left a legacy that has lasted thousands of years.

As African Americans we have endured centuries of a painful process to become the wealthiest
Africans in the entire diaspora. Think about this personally and as a people? What have, and
what will, we choose to do with the legacy and the leadership position we've inherited? Will we
choose a leadership that is petty, self-centered, and narcissistic, using the wealth we've accumu-
lated to enrich “self” over blessing others. Many of you are saying right now, “I’'m poor and you
expect me to be concerned with the needs of others? I'm in need myself.” Have you considered
that every generation preceding us started off with far less than we have at this moment yet, had
a far greater concern with helping those who came after them?

SLIDE # 14 — QUOTE: EDNA/TREE

Let us consider Edna Lewis, an African American author born in 1916, who grew up in rural Free-
town, VA. It was founded by her grandparents and their friends who were freed enslaved people.

© 2020 UMI (Urban Ministries, Inc.) NN 5




THE PASSAGE

Her writings exude gratitude in how far we have come, yet harkens us to reflect on how far we
must go. Her gratitude is not only for the days of future, and past, but she talks about the present
as we sit down to say, “give us this day our daily bread.” Edna lived in a time and place where
she not only understood where her food came from but was grateful for the very people whose
farms and gardens they ate from. Taking nothing for granted, she understood that a fruit tree
is only there because your parents or grandparent planted it, that their descendants may have
fruit — and the choices we make today, carry on for generations to come. Edna’s mentality was
common for her time, it was not a YOLO mentality or “I'm a get mine!” All of us dream about what
we would do if we were to come into our own or, let's be real, “won the lottery!” How we spend
our money says everything about who we really are because “where your heart is there shall your
treasure be.” Is your prosperity for posterity or is it “all about me” because, YOLO! “You only live
once!?” Will you use the position God has given you to exalt yourself over your own brothers? It’s
not just the pettiness of revenge but the arrogance of, “don’t you see the scarab emblem on the
hood of my chariot? You're still wearing last years' sandals? I've got Egyptian labeled shoes, silk
clothes, designer dynasty handbags.” Will we choose true leadership, like our predecessors, who
had far less than us, in every conceivable way, but invested in building colleges and universities
they would never attend, or plant trees knowing they would never sit under its shade, see a single
blossom in springtime, or ever taste its fruit? Prosperity is for posterity. It is not all about you!

SLIDE # 15 — SCRIPTURE

3. THE PEOPLE — PROVISION FOR THE PEOPLE

GENESIS 50:20,21 (KJV) — “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: |
will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.” (For
further reference please read the NIV).

Joseph'’s plight was used as a set up for God’s purpose in the earth. Joseph had to reach a point
in his journey where he realized his suffering was not simply a personal struggle, but prepara-
tion for God to use him in the palace. If he had never been sold into slavery, he would have most
likely never gone to Egypt. If he had never been to prison, he couldn’t have interpreted Pharaoh’s
dreams. And if he had never been through what he went through, he wouldn't have the wisdom
for saving the nation from famine. He had been divinely positioned to help his brothers and all
the nations that surrounded Egypt survive in the time of trouble. In Joseph’s time, he rose to
become the most powerful man in the world and saved the lives of countless millions. We as
African Americans can find similar purpose today in helping our brothers and sisters across the
Diaspora and in the motherland. We have an opportunity to stand as Joseph once again in our
nation and generation — to use our position and prosperity to transform the lives of our brothers
and sisters in need.

SLIDE #16

It is when position, resource, and a heart for your brothers and sisters who are less fortunate
than you unite that we experience the greatest deliverance for all involved. It is historical fact
that educators, activists, business people, ministers, and politicians of African decent who were
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born or spent time in America shaped the history of the continent of Africa for the good in the
20th century. Names like W.E.B. DuBois, Marcus Garvey, Paul Robeson, Kwame Nkrumah, Maya
Angelou, Charles Drew, Oprah Winfrey, Martin Luther King Jr, Malcom X, Mary McLeod Bethune,
Barack and Michelle Obama, and many others come to mind. They saw themselves not as their
oppressors saw them, but as conduits of transformation for people who looked like them around
the world.

SLIDE # 17

Last year numerous African leaders, presidents and even the African Union ambassador declared
2019, The Year of Return; calling Africans who had been dispersed throughout the Diaspora to
return to the motherland in what African leaders have called, the Joseph Project. It is interesting
that though we've not been in constant communication with our African brothers, they refer to us
as not only as their brother, but the brother whom they call Joseph. This Black History Month we
discovered, if we didn’t already know, what our African Brothers are both well aware of and an-
ticipate. Many know and have acknowledged that our journey as Africans in America is actually
the story of Joseph.

THAT'LL PREACH

SLIDE # 18

Can you see yourself as the people God created you to be or do you just see the oppression of
the past? We are more than the products of injustice. We are more than the things we have
suffered. The U.S. is but 4 percent of the world population and controls nearly half of the world's
resources; much of it we helped acquire. We are but 12 percent of that 4 percent U.S. population
that helped build the global system of trade that we call globalism today. Has it ever occurred to
any of us that perhaps we may have been equipped to do it again? This time we and our posterity
can benefit from the fruits of our own labor. Currently, within the diaspora:
« African Americans have more wealth than the entire diaspora combined
We have global influence throughout the entire world and not just the diaspora. Hip hop
has become the global language of the youth, and instead of constantly criticizing youth
culture, Christians need to learn it, master it and evangelized the world for the kingdom of
God through it. “The sun never set on the British empire” and the British could never have
done it had it not been for the spread of a common language that we're speaking today —
English.
By 2050, half of all Christians on the planet will be on the continent of Africa — sooner than
that, if we include the rest of the diaspora — and Nigeria alone will have the third largest
population after China and India. The glory of God is shifting.
The top seven out of ten fastest growing economies on the planet are on the content of
Africa right now! Much of it is because it is resource rich in things like gold, diamonds and
coltan. Who knows what coltan is? Anybody? Hold up your cell phones across the room?
Without coltan, internet technology would be impossible: cell phones, laptops, electric
cars, etc., can only be manufactured with the presence of coltan and several other rare
earth minerals found in the greatest abundance on the continent Africa than anywhere else
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on the planet.

Like us, Africans have not been the primary beneficiaries of either our own labor or natural
resources until just recently. They are asking for our assistance. African leaders are ac-
tually calling us Joseph, as you saw last week, and asking us to return because we have

resources; not just financial but information and the knowledge of how systems run.
These are our people. Those from whom we descended. And we are God's people, and that
would include all of the true believers of God as well — even the ones of a lighter hue. Don't forget
that Exodus notes, the Children of Israel left Egypt as a “mixed multitude”— and I'm sure that had
multiple meanings.

CONCLUSION

SLIDE # 19 —THE PIT, PLANTATION, PRISON, PALACE

Over the last several weeks, we explored our history here as Africans in America in light of the
biblical patriarch and leader, Joseph, whose life’s story parallels, if not prophesies, our plight as
a people over these past 400 years, preceding the pilgrims, and landing on the eastern shores of
America. Joseph, from the book of Genesis, had a dream from God but all of us know that with
every promise from God, comes the pain of numerous trials. His path to the promise again includ-
ed: betrayal, slavery, and incarceration, on his way to ultimately the palace where God placed him
in order to provide provision to his own people and all the known world. We as Black people in this
country, experienced an eerily similar journey that parallels Joseph's:

Betrayal by our own brothers

Kidnapped and trafficked in what would become the largest forced migration in the history

of mankind,

Enslaved in the most barbaric slave system the planet has ever known,

Housed over centuries in forced labor camps, called plantations, sharecropping systems,

chain gangs and the prison industrial complex

Having had the economic foundations, of the most powerful and wealthiest nation the

world has ever seen, built on our backs.

Unlike the biblical account of Joseph, we don’t know what exactly God has intended for us but
from what we've endured over the past 400 years it must be something amazing because the
devil only hits the hardest those who are the greatest threat to him. We should be extinct — but
for God! People often say that light can be found in the future by remembering the past — but
our past has been especially dark. These memories — betrayal, oppression, rape, slavery, the
list goes on — can make you angry, overwhelmed with grief, or paralyzed with hopelessness and
depression. It took 400 years to make you, no us, and again HIStory is still not finished.

Joseph and his brothers went into Egypt and rose from slavery to become a mighty nation — still
influencing the world today. Jesus’ disciples were a group of misfits. No one in their natural
imagination would have put together a tax collector, some fishermen, an activist, a woman with
a bad reputation, some wealthy housewives, some councilmen, and an oppressor turned apostle
and tell them to follow a homeless carpenter to start the most influential movement in the history
of the world. We as Africans in the Diaspora followed Joseph'’s prophetic path over these past
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four centuries in the Americas and have ascended as cultural leaders and the wealthiest Africans
in the Diaspora. It does not matter how bad our beginning is. The injustices we have experienced
can be used to shape us into the perfect vessels in the right place at the right time to be used
by God, but we must choose. We must either choose to remain chained to one of the darkest
histories yielding no hope, apart from Christ who redeems all things, or we can embrace the pain
of the past to propel us as God's people into our next passage to become His corporate Joseph
in the world today — because our history is His Story. We know Joseph'’s story and we know the
story of Christ on earth — and He still lives. We however, have not completed our journey — our
story. It has yet to be completed in that we have indeed ascended but have yet to reconnect
with our brothers in Africa and the diaspora. Jesus was a lowly carpenter from Nazareth. He was
imprisoned and killed as a political criminal. And yet He rose as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
There is no one who can tell us what God can’t do! Our past is painful and it is ugly, but it was not
in vain! We can boldly look to the future with the past as our guide and with confidence to believe
God'’s Word because our history is HIS Story!

SLIDE # 20 — SCRIPTURE - “l am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into
Egypt.” Genesis 45:4 (KJV) (For further reference please read the NIV)
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